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QuEsTion: 
What shape can form 

when something 
moves faster than the 
environment it is in?
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AnswEr:  
Bow wAvEs 

Such cone-shaped 
waves are familiar 
sights in front of  

boats on Earth, but 
they can also be 

formed when objects 
move rapidly through 
air or even the space 

between the stars.

http://hte.si.edu/waves


